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Fish and Eels Bridge / Dobbs Weir Road  
 
Environmental Weight Limit - Update and frequently asked questions 
 
Following concerns raised regarding the potential level of breaches of the current Environmental 
Weight Limit, Essex County Council has undertaken a thorough review and the following actions are 
due to take place following the reopening of the bridge: 
 

 Intensive enforcement days 
Shortly after the bridge opens, Essex Trading Standards will hold intensive enforcement days in 
the area.  They will be stationed at the five entry points to the Environmental Weight Limit zone, 
enabling us to track all HGV movements in the area.  

 

 Increasing monitoring by trading standards 
In addition to intensive enforcement days, Essex Trading Standards will increase their general 
presence in the area to monitor the current level of violations and provide the intelligence to 
support any further proposals.  For you information, this is different to an intensive enforcement 
day, as it will involve fewer officers and concentrate on a particular entry point to zone, most 
likely Dobbs Weir Bridge. 

 
There will also be police presence in conjunction with trading standards.   The police can use their 
powers to administer fines on the spot for all HGVs that transgress the Environmental Weight 
Limit. 

 

 Improving signage 
There is also a review underway to close any ‘gaps’ in the Environmental Weight Limit signage 

and this will be supported by the intelligence gathered on the enforcement days.  There has been 

early identification of corrections needed to signage on the Hertfordshire approach to the 

Environmental Weight Limit zone.  As these signs lie beyond Essex County Council’s boundary, 

agreement with Hertfordshire is now being sought to amend these signs.  Formal agreement 

from Hertfordshire County Council is needed before the signs can be adjusted. There will also be 

further work to ensure that all roads entering and leaving the zone are properly signposted with 

restriction and end of restriction signs. 

 

Together, these proposals form the basis on which the number of breaches can be assessed and 

pave the way for any future intervention in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Questions and Answers: 
 

1. Will a weight restriction be applied to the reconstructed Fish and Eels Bridge?  
No structural weight limit was in place prior to the bridge reconstruction, and no structural 
weight limit will be applied after reconstruction.  
 
Dobbs Weir Road (which passes over Fish and Eels Bridge) does have an Environmental 
Weight Restriction of 7.5 tonnes.  This forms part of an existing Order in place for the area.   
 
A copy of the order can be found at the end of this document. 
 

2. What do the current weight restrictions actually mean for HGVs wishing to use Dobbs Weir 
Road?   
Dobbs Weir Road forms one of the roads identified in the Essex County Council 7.5 tonne 
Environmental Weight Restriction.   This was implemented in 2010 following a major review 
of the HGV movement in and around the Roydon and Nazeing area.  The Order was subject 
to a legal consultation process at the time. 
 
The Order means that any vehicle over 7.5 tonnes can legitimately use Dobbs Weir Road (as 
well as roads identified in the Order) to access premises on Dobbs Weir Road or along any 
other road within the wider restriction identified in the Order. 
 
For example, someone who is delivering to or collecting from commercial premises on this 
road or others in the zone, in a vehicle over 7.5 tonnes, can legally use the road.  
 

3. What about the permit scheme that previously existed? 
Historically, a permit scheme was in place and operated by Epping Forest District Council. 
 
As a result of the 2010 consultation, the permit scheme was finally withdrawn and the 
current Order was put into place.  
 

4. Who can enforce the Environmental Order? 
Environmental Weight Limit Orders may be enforced by Essex Police and Essex Trading 
Standards who have been delegated authority by Essex County Council. 
 
Trading Standards have been delegated powers to enforce offences under the Road Traffic 
Act, such as breaches of the Weight Restriction Orders, but do not have power to stop 
vehicles on the highway. Enforcement by Trading Standards is therefore limited to observing 
breaches and then carrying out enforcement within their jurisdiction. 
 
For information on Essex County Council’s Weight Restriction Order Enforcement Policy visit: 
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/Policies-and-
procedures/Pages/Weight-Restriction-Order-Enforcement-Policy.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/Policies-and-procedures/Pages/Weight-Restriction-Order-Enforcement-Policy.aspx
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/Policies-and-procedures/Pages/Weight-Restriction-Order-Enforcement-Policy.aspx


 
 

5. What options have been considered to address concerns about HGVs?   
 
I. Enforcement options:  

a) Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) camera:   
The use of ANPR cameras has been carefully considered unfortunately this is not a 
viable option.   In Essex, the enforcement of moving traffic violations by camera 
requires considerable time and resource.  Vehicles captured by an ANPR camera 
need to be manually identified to filter out potential breaches which is an intensive 
process.  A notice would then need to be sent to the vehicle owner requesting proof 
of the purpose of the journey, e.g. invoice/delivery note.   
 
It is worth noting that London authorities have different powers of enforcement to 

county councils.  The London Local Authorities and Transport for London Act 2003 

provided for the moving traffic contraventions to be decriminalised and 

enforcement powers to be adopted by London Highway Authorities.  This Act 

enabled London authorities to enforce a moving traffic offence by camera. 

b) Enforcement days:  
Essex Highways are commissioning a number of enforcement days this year 
following the reopening of the bridge.  This is currently being pursued in 
collaboration with enforcement authorities, i.e. Essex Police/Essex Trading 
Standards.  These enable officers to identify not only the number of breaches taking 
place, but also if there are trends relating to a particular area or company which can 
then be acted upon. 

 
II. Physical restrictions: 

The installation of barriers and/or other physical restrictions is not appropriate for Dobbs 
Weir Road because legitimate HGV access is required.   
 

III. Signage: 
Essex Highways have identified a number of opportunities to make changes to local 
signage which should make the Environmental Weight Limit clearer to HGV drivers, 
resulting in improved adherence of the restriction.  Essex Highways are liaising with 
Hertfordshire County Council to work on these improvements. 

 
IV. Traffic data: 

Essex Highways have identified opportunities to obtain new traffic data to support 
understanding of HGV traffic movements within the environmental weight restricted 
zone.  Essex Trading Standards will increase their general presence in the area to monitor 
the current level of violations and provide the intelligence to support any further 
proposals. 
 

V. Structural weight limit: 
A structural weight limit would not be appropriate, as it is being built to national loading 
standards. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

VI. Removal of current Environmental Order: 
This option would legally require a formal consultation process.  Since the bridge has 
been closed, it has not been possible to ascertain the level of breaches currently 
occurring the Dobbs Weir area.  This lack of information means that during the review of 
options available to Essex County Council there was no current evidence to support a 
change in order. This is not an option currently being reviewed by Essex Highways. 

 
6. What options are available to the enforcement authority following a breach of the current 

Environment Order? 
The options for breaching enforcement are a matter for the organisation undertaking 
enforcement to decide, but may consist of a warning and advice, fine or prosecution. 
 
For information on Essex County Council’s Weight Restriction Order Enforcement Policy visit: 
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/Policies-and-
procedures/Pages/Weight-Restriction-Order-Enforcement-Policy.aspx 
 
 

To follow is a copy of the current Environmental Order: 
  

http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/Policies-and-procedures/Pages/Weight-Restriction-Order-Enforcement-Policy.aspx
http://www.essex.gov.uk/Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/Policies-and-procedures/Pages/Weight-Restriction-Order-Enforcement-Policy.aspx


 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 


